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Abstract:

   The Ted Carlson Papers, 1944-1946, document the time period 



   of Ted Carlson’s scientific involvement and experiments with 



   harnessing atomic energy, which later resulted in the creation of 



   the atomic bomb. The bulk of the collection is comprised of 



   letters and personal correspondence, and also includes Ted’s 



   military, school, and employment records for that period.  

RIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS:

Access Restrictions:     Collection is open for research. 

Copyright:                    The copyright interests in this collection remain with the 
               creator. For more information, contact the Special 
   Collections Library.
Acquisition Method:   This collection was purchased on January 4, 2006 from a private 



   manuscripts dealer.
BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORY NOTE:

Born in 1923, Eric Theodore Carlson came of age in Middletown, Connecticut where he later attended Wesleyan University. Upon graduating from Wesleyan in February 1944, he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and received high distinction in Chemistry. In March 1944, he began graduate coursework at Iowa State College, which allowed him a second and short-lived student deferment from the United States Army. He was inducted on August 1, 1944 and served until his official honorary discharge upon acceptance of employment as a Research Assistant Chemist with Monsanto Chemical Corporation on April 7, 1946. 
He left Monsanto in late August of 1946 to enter medical school.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE:
The Ted Carlson Papers, 1944-1946, are comprised of Ted Carlson’s personal correspondence with his parents, letters to Ted from his former classmates or colleagues, and Ted Carlson’s military, school and employment records during the time period of his scientific experiments and involvement with harnessing atomic energy. His work and scientific contributions eventually led to the creation of the atomic bomb. From 1944-1946, Ted Carlson lived or temporarily resided in Connecticut, Iowa, Minnesota, Michigan, Missouri, Tennessee, Ohio, and New York. The majority of the correspondents are located in Connecticut, New York, and Iowa.  

The bulk of the correspondence (Series I) consists of letters from Ted Carlson to his parents, dating from January 30, 1944 - December 11, 1946. In these letters, Ted writes of his experiences as a student, a scientist, and a soldier. He also recounts daily activities as well as shared interests such as stamp collecting, politics, the war, and family friends. Several of Ted’s letters dating 1946 outline his work with atomic energy and discuss concerns about its use for military gain in the war. Ted also writes about his support for the McMahon Bill

A smaller section of the collection (also included in Series I) contains letters to Ted Carlson from his former colleagues, classmates, and friends. These letters discuss political concerns, scientific problems, daily activities, major life events, and mutual acquaintances.

Ted Carlson’s military, school, and employment records comprise Series II. This series contains documents, letters, and forms from his tenure at Wesleyan University, Iowa State College, the United States Army, and Monsanto Chemical Corporation. The collection includes his induction and discharge papers as well as an offer of employment from Monsanto Chemical Corporation. It also includes a newsletter edited by Ted Carlson in June, 1946 for The Dayton Scientist outlining atomic energy legislation.

CONTAINER LIST:

Series I: Correspondence of Ted Carlson, 1944-1946
Box 1  
Folder 1: From Ted Carlson to Mr. and Mrs. Carlson, 1944-1946


Folder 2: From Mr. and Mrs. Carlson to Ted Carlson, 1944-1945


Folder 3: Letters from Rog, Sam, Bob, Chet, Arvid, Sam, and Al, 1944-1945 

Series II: Military, School and Employment Records of Ted Carlson, 1944-1946

Box 2
Folder 1: Wesleyan University and Iowa State College records, 1944


Folder 2: United States Army records, 1944-1946


Folder 3: Monsanto Chemical Corporation employment records and The Dayton 


    Scientist newsletter, 1946

Great job!!! A few little tweaks and a tad bit more biographical detail are all that you need to make this a perfect researcher tool!

19.75
�I know you mention “military” but, for clarity, you might want to reword things so it’s clear that Ted’s scientific work as a military draftee.


�The biographical note is the place where you set the stage for the rest of the collection. You’re providing context that helps the researcher situate the creation of the records in the creator’s life. The bulk of the records were created between enlistment and discharge. You might want a bit more detail here in terms of what was going on in Ted’s life between these dates.


�This would be a good place to break out into functional subseries – one subseries of outgoing correspondence and one subseries of incoming correspondence. This allows you to highlight the letters written by Ted even more.





