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Albany Library is situated in a bustling, residential neighborhood near several local schools ranging from preschool to high school. As one of ten branches of the Alameda County library system, Albany Library serves the 18,622 residents of Albany, California as well as the neighboring communities of Berkeley, El Cerrito, Oakland, and Alameda. The library’s building was built in 1994 and houses both the Albany Library and the Albany Community Center. 

Children ranging in age from 0-11 account for 17.5 percent of Albany’s total population; adults aged 18 and over compose 75 percent, and teens aged 12-17 make up 7.2 percent.  (U.S. Census, 2010, Fact Finder)

For the purposes of this paper, I will be focusing on Albany Library’s book collections, which total 77,083 items. The adult book collection is estimated at 45,410 volumes; children’s book collections are estimated at 27,963, and teen book collections are estimated at 3,710. (Alameda County Library, 2011) 

In analyzing the size of each age group’s respective collection, I began to question the unevenness of resource allocation for teen collection development. While it is obvious that teens comprise the smallest percentage of Albany’s residential population, the teen collection amounts to a marginal percentage of the total collection. Moreover, Albany’s total collection is comprised of 7.5 times as many children’s materials compared with teen items, and (also compared with teen materials) 12.23 times as many adult materials. Other potential contributing factors include a general lack of teen patronage as well as books that serve dual duty to both adults and teens. If resources are being fairly distributed to correlate with the size and demographic of Albany’s population, how can we know whether Albany Library’s current teen collection is also a determining factor in how teens use the library?

According to Alameda County Library’s 2010-2011statistical report, Albany Library’s adult collections comprised 76.81 percent of Albany’s total circulation while children’s materials comprised 45.65 percent. In comparison, teen materials comprised a mere 5.36 percent of their total circulation. What do these numbers really mean? Despite teen circulation comprising a minute percentage of Albany Library’s total circulation, it’s also important to consider the size of Albany’s comparatively small teen population in relation to both children and adults.  Based on these numbers, we can adjust more efficiently to evaluate teen library use.  

It makes sense that adults comprise 76.81 percent of the total circulation since 75 percent of the Albany’s population is adult. However, the size of Albany’s child population does not seem directly correlative with their circulation statistics (45.65 percent of total circ: 17.5 percent of total pop.) It seems high circulation of children’s materials is common in public libraries due to parental supervision and high turnover of easy readers and picture books. 

Snowball (2004) writes “children ‘‘vanish’’ from the public library between the ages of 14 and 20. In the author’s focus groups a number of students used to go to the public library when they were younger, but now did not.” (Brown, 2004, p. 265 as cited in Snowball). Based on research like Snowball’s and statistical analysis of Albany’s Library’s teen collection, one wonders whether the content of teen collections are meeting teens’ varied information needs and wants.   Since teen use appears to be low, it may be useful to consider weeding parts of the collection to help suit the varied and oscillating interests of teens.  
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To determine how Albany Library’s teen collection meets the needs of it’s teen patrons, I chose the list checking method as my next mode of analysis using two separate lists: Best Books for the College Bound and 2011 Teen’s Top Ten.

Best Books for the College Bound has five subject parts: Humanities, Literature and Language Arts, Science and Technology, Social Sciences, and History and Cultures. However, for the purposes of this assignment, I have combined the sections to create a simplified graph, which represents the total books held by Albany Library. As a benchmark, I have also created a graph for neighboring Berkeley Public Library’s Central branch, which has a comparable teen services area. Upon evaluating the data for both libraries, I think the most significant distinction is their respective classification choices. While BPL ‘s collections are comparable to Albany’s for the amount of books held from the Best Books list (70:53), 29 books are readily accessible in BPL’s teen section while only 6 are accessible in Albany Library’s teen section. 
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Another example of how Albany Library might consider augmenting and reclassifying their teen materials is evident in the graphs pictured above. My benchmark study findings for the Teens Top 10 2011 show that BPL has classified all ten of the titles chosen by teens as teen material and has made them accessible in the teen services area. Conversely, the 3 titles that Albany Library stocks are located in the adult stacks. Based on these findings, it seems that Albany Library should prioritize either moving these titles to the teen services area or buying additional copies if demand exists. 

Teens need access. Based on our understanding of teen behavior, it is necessary for materials suggested for teen use to be located in a teen-friendly environment. Most teens would feel uncomfortable asking for help, and would likely prefer to read a readily-accessible book on the teen services shelf than to wander around the library trying to find a suggested title. If we want teens to read these “important” books, we have to make them available and findable. 
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