As primary author (worth 10 points), your role is to give an annotation about the work, including the following:
a. Full citation

b. Explanation of the purpose and content

c. Explanation of unique features

d. Explanation of the organization of the text (Alphabetical? Thematic? Dependent on the index? Dependent on a table of contents? Etc.)

e. One question (and answer) that could be answered by using this book (please don’t borrow one of my questions from the practice questions assignment)

Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable
Primary contributor: Melissa Eleftherion Carr

a.) Ayto, John. (2005). Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable (17th ed.). New York: NY Harper Collins.

b.) The Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable makes findable ephemeral phrases and their definitions as well as fables from various literatures in one text. Included here are figures and events from German, Celtic, Greek and Roman mythologies; biblical figures, Modernist tales and tropes, Shakespearean plots and characters;  and other historical, classical and modern figures from famous literary works as well as references to popular culture and current iconographic symbols. This dictionary also compiles fables from antiquity through 2005. Allusions, idioms, place names, and their explications all exist shoulder to shoulder in this grand tome.

c.) This dictionary is unique for its heterogeneous collection of words and their definitions as well as for its evident philological contribution to the celebration of a lexicon. It is a collection of “eclectic listings, one that offers the promise of serendipitous discoveries.” In this 17th edition can be found definitions for Calypso and Dumbledore; Thecla and theme parks; gobbledygook and Labarum. Indeed, to be found on a single page - a multiverse that includes crystallomancy, cub, Cuba, Rubik’s Cube, Cubism, cubit, cucking stool and cuckold (p. 342). Readers of such a book could potentially find endless words to both amuse and educate. There is an astonishing and unique lexicographic range compiled in this dictionary, which will be of interest to bibliophiles, philologists, researchers, students and most anyone curious about linguistics and/or language. In his foreword, Terry Pratchett refers to reading this text as “an idiosyncratic adventure, pulling you in and saying “This is in fact, not what you’re looking for; but it’s much more interesting.”

d.) Entries are alphabetically arranged on a letter-by-letter basis. “Linguistically-related” words are grouped together. For example, “eat dirt, to”, “to eat salt with someone”, and “dog-eat-dog” are grouped under the heading “Eat.”  To aid findability, many cross-references have been included in small capitals.

e.) Question: My grandfather has occasionally referred to some of his long-time friends as “gentleman-rankers.” Can you help me find out exactly what it means and how it’s used?

Answer: Sure, we have a book called Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrases and Fables right here in the reference section that might have a definition for “gentleman-ranker.” This book compiles many different definitions of historical and currently used phrases. So, turning to G for “gentleman-ranker” – aha, here it is on pg. 568. “…Before the First World War this term was applied to a well-born educated man who enlisted as a private soldier, “in the ranks”. Ooh, and this is interesting: its origin is actually from Rudyard Kipling in 1892. If you want to know more, we can also do a search for Kipling’s works from that year and see what comes up. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms
Secondary contributor: Melissa Eleftherion Carr

Baldick, Chris. (2008). The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms. Retrieved April 13, 2012 from http://www.oxfordreference.com

The electronic version of the Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms is alphabetically arranged by term and includes an A-Z content guide to skip to a desired letter. Oxford Reference Online also provides users the option to browse the entire contents of ORO by subject, which allows one to perform cross-referenced searches for a given term across multiple sources offered by Oxford. Akin to this type of search is a “global search” capability that searches the entire Oxford database. Also available is the option to singularly cross-reference a specific term’s definition with another desired term.

Q) I’m considering submitting an excerpt from my novel in progress for a literary contest I read about in Poets and Writers, though I don’t know whether my work would be considered an example of “New Woman” writing. What’s a “new woman?” And who makes these terms up anyway?!

A) Ha-ha, I can totally relate to that! That sounds like a query for the Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms. If you’re familiar with the Oxford English Dictionary, you might be interested to learn about this source for your writing as well. We have a copy right here in our reference area but it is also accessible online through the library’s subscription. Let’s find a computer terminal that’s free and check the online version since you want to be able to access this remotely as well. From the library’s homepage, it’s two clicks to the listing of all our databases. Oxford Reference Online is the one you want. Enter your library ID and you’re in. Here we go: “New Woman writing”: “A body of fiction and drama concerning the ‘New Woman’, a type of self-assertive younger woman much discussed in the British press in the 1890s and the early Edwardian period as the focus for public debates about marriage and women's rights.” There’s a lot more here so I’ll let you read it and decide for yourself. Let me know if you have any further questions. Good luck!
Columbia Granger’s Index to Poetry (print) OR Columbia Granger’s World of Poetry (online--but SJSU does not subscribe)

Primary annotator: Melissa Eleftherion Carr

A.)   Kale, Tessa. 2007. The Columbia Granger’s index to poetry in anthologies. (13th Ed, completely revised) New York: Columbia University Press.

B.) The Columbia Granger’s index to poetry makes findable over 70,000 poems published in anthologies from antiquity through May 31, 2006. Poems were selected for “their high editorial and design standards” as well as their cultural value to the library as a learning institution. This 13th edition includes anthologized translations, and is the first volume to include poetry from non-English languages such as Spanish, Vietnamese and French. Included are 12,257 authors writing on an estimated 4,500 subjects.   

C.) Anthologized poems can be difficult to locate due to their distinction from an author’s other poems in a collection; these poems have been singled out to represent the best efforts of an author’s work. The purpose of this index is to help scholars and readers locate these anthologized poems by listing the source text of the work as well as the poem title, author name, and subject.

D.) The text is essentially an index of three indices. The first index is alphabetically arranged by title, first line and last line which means that an entry appears ordered first by title, then the first line of the poem, followed by the last line of the poem. Entries range from “A” by Louis Zukofsky to “ZZZZZ” by Carl Rakosi. It spans 1435 pages. The second index is alphabetically arranged by the author’s last name, and includes the authors’ birthdates (and death dates if applicable), followed by the featured anthologized poem title or titles. Entries in the author index range from Adams, Franklin Pierce to Zych, Adam, spanning from pages 1437-1756, a total of 319 pages. As you may notice, this index is significantly shorter than the title index. Also alphabetically arranged, the final index is ordered by subject, with each entry ranging from the general to the particular. For example, an entry might refer to Paintings (general)---Renaissance (specific). Entries in the subject index range from Aachen, Germany to Zurich, Switzerland and span form pages 1757-2376, a total of 61 pages. Related subjects are cross-referenced in this index to increase findability.

Q: I’m writing a paper on Eastern philosophy, and I’m trying to find the name of an anthology that published an earlier poem of Leslie Scalapino’s. The title of the poem includes the word “ball” but I can’t remember the whole thing. I’ve tried Googling and received over 19,800 results. Where else might I find the name of the anthology?

A: A critical source that may be of use to your work is The Columbia Granger’s index to poetry in anthologies. I believe the poem you are looking for can be found on page 1147 in the title and first line index. It is titled “that they were at the beach” and is part of Scalapino’s aelotropic series. It was anthologized in Body Electric.

A to Zoo-Subject Access to Children’s Picture Books

Secondary annotator: Melissa Eleftherion Carr

Q: Our family is expecting a new baby. I’d like to find some picture books about the responsibilities and joys of being a big brother for my 4-year-old son. Where can I find a list of picture books that may be able to help prepare him for his new role in the family? Is there such a thing? I’m open to any suggestions you may have, even personal recommendations.

A: I’m glad you’re here today because I recently discovered a great resource for picture books named A to Zoo. It’s an index so we can search it in various ways, like by title or subject. Since we know the subject, let’s start there. This way, we can find a list of books about siblings and family life. Here we go (pulls book off shelf): page 414: Siblings - See Family Life. Ok, let’s now flip to Family Life: page 215. 

By scanning the titles, you can get a sense of what each book is about. This one by Robin Ballard: I used to be the baby sounds appropriate. Also, this one here by Joanna Cole: I’m a big brother. Not sure about this one: The Berenstain Bears’ No Girls Allowed, but I can definitely recommend Stan & Jan Berenstain’s The Berenstain Bears and the New Baby. That book was very helpful to my own family when my daughter was born. 
These three books should be a good starting point, but feel free to spend some time with A to Zoo, and let me know if I can help you find any books in our catalog. 
